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(p) Tests and inspections of cranes in 
compliance with § 126.130. 

§ 126.440 Lifesaving equipment. 

At each inspection for certification, 
the tests and inspections specified by 
§ 91.25–15 of this chapter must occur in 
the presence of a marine inspector, or 
as otherwise directed by the cognizant 
OCMI. 

§ 126.450 Fire-extinguishing equip-
ment. 

At each inspection for certification, 
the marine inspector determines 
whether the tests and inspections re-
quired by § 132.350 of this subchapter 
have been performed. 

§ 126.460 Tanks for dry bulk cargo. 

The owner shall ensure that tanks for 
dry bulk cargo that are pressure ves-
sels are inspected for compliance with 
§ 61.10–5(b) of this chapter. 

§ 126.470 Marine-engineering systems. 

The inspection procedures for ma-
rine-engineering systems contained in 
subchapter F of this chapter apply. 

§ 126.480 Safety Management Certifi-
cate. 

(a) All offshore supply vessels of 500 
gross tons or over to which 33 CFR part 
96 applies, on an international voyage 
must have a valid Safety Management 
Certificate and a copy of their com-
pany’s valid Document of Compliance 
certificate on board. 

(b) A Safety Management Certificate 
is issued for a period of not more than 
60 months. 

[CGD 95–073, 62 FR 67515, Dec. 24, 1997] 

Subpart E—Annual, Periodic, and 
Alternative Annual Inspections 

SOURCE: USCG 1999–4976, 65 FR 6505, Feb. 9, 
2000, unless otherwise noted. 

§ 126.510 Annual and periodic inspec-
tions. 

(a) Annual inspection. Your vessel 
must undergo an annual inspection 
within 3 months before or after each 
anniversary date, except as required in 
paragraph (b) of this section. 

(1) You must contact the cognizant 
OCMI to schedule an inspection at a 
time and place which he or she ap-
proves. No written application is re-
quired. 

(2) The scope of the annual inspection 
is the same as the inspection for cer-
tification as specified in § 126.430, but in 
less detail unless the cognizant marine 
inspector finds deficiencies or deter-
mines that a major change has oc-
curred since the last inspection. If defi-
ciencies are found or a major change to 
the vessel has occurred, the marine in-
spector will conduct an inspection 
more detailed in scope to ensure that 
the vessel is in satisfactory condition 
and fit for the service for which it is in-
tended. If your vessel passes the annual 
inspection, the marine inspector will 
endorse your current Certificate of In-
spection. 

(3) If the annual inspection reveals 
deficiencies in your vessel’s mainte-
nance, you must make any or all re-
pairs or improvements within the time 
period specified by the OCMI. 

(4) Nothing in this subpart limits the 
marine inspector from making such 
tests or inspections he or she deems 
necessary to be assured of the vessel’s 
seaworthiness. 

(b) Periodic inspection. Your vessel 
must undergo a periodic inspection 
within 3 months before or after the sec-
ond or third anniversary of the date of 
your vessel’s Certificate of Inspection. 
This periodic inspection will take the 
place of an annual inspection. 

(1) You must contact the cognizant 
OCMI to schedule an inspection at a 
time and place which he or she ap-
proves. No written application is re-
quired. 

(2) The scope of the periodic inspec-
tion is the same as that for the inspec-
tion for certification, as specified in 
§ 126.430. The OCMI will insure that the 
vessel is in satisfactory condition and 
fit for the service for which it is in-
tended. If your vessel passes the peri-
odic inspection, the marine inspector 
will endorse your current Certificate of 
Inspection. 

(3) If the periodic inspection reveals 
deficiencies in your vessel’s mainte-
nance, you must make any or all re-
pairs or improvements within the time 
period specified by the OCMI. 
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(4) Nothing in this subpart limits the 
marine inspector from conducting such 
tests or inspections he or she deems 
necessary to be assured of the vessel’s 
seaworthiness. 

§ 126.520 Certificate of Inspection: 
Conditions of validity. 

To maintain a valid Certificate of In-
spection, you must complete your an-
nual and periodic inspections within 
the periods specified in § 126.510 (a) and 
(b) and your Certificate of Inspection 
must be endorsed. 

§ 126.530 Alternative annual inspec-
tion for offshore supply vessels less 
than 400 gross tons in foreign ports. 

(a) The owner, master or operator of 
an OSV of less than 400 gross tons may 
request authorization to conduct an al-
ternative annual inspection in place of 
the annual inspection described in 
§ 126.510(a) of this subpart. The request 
must go to the cognizant OCMI as-
signed responsibility for inspections in 
the country in which the vessel is oper-
ating and will be examined. To qualify 
for the alternative annual examina-
tion, the vessel must meet the fol-
lowing requirements: 

(1) The request must be in writing 
and be received by the OCMI not later 
than the anniversary date. 

(2) The vessel is likely to be continu-
ously employed outside of the United 
States during the 3 months before and 
after each anniversary date. 

(b) In determining whether to au-
thorize the alternative annual inspec-
tion, the OCMI considers the following: 

(1) Information contained in previous 
examination reports on inspection and 
drydock, including the recommenda-
tion of the then cognizant OCMI for 
participation in the alternative 
midperiod program and alternative an-
nual examination. 

(2) The nature, number, and severity 
of marine casualties or accidents, as 
defined in § 4.03–1 of this chapter, in-
volving the vessel in the 3 years pre-
ceding the request. 

(3) The nature, number, and gravity 
of any outstanding inspection require-
ments for the vessel. 

(4) The owner’s or operator’s history 
of compliance and cooperation in such 

alternative midperiod examinations 
and annual inspections, including: 

(i) The prompt correction of defi-
ciencies. 

(ii) The reliability of previously sub-
mitted reports on such alternative 
midperiod examinations and annual in-
spections. 

(iii) The reliability of representa-
tions that the vessel would be, and was, 
employed outside of the United States 
during the 3 months before and after 
each anniversary date. 

(c) This OCMI provides the applicant 
with written authorization, if any, to 
proceed with the alternative annual in-
spection, including, when appropriate, 
special instructions. 

(d) The following conditions must be 
met for the alternative annual inspec-
tion to be accepted instead of the an-
nual inspection required by § 126.510 of 
this subpart: 

(1) The alternative annual inspection 
must occur within the 3 months before 
or after each anniversary date. 

(2) The alternative annual inspection 
must be of the scope detailed by 
§ 126.510(a) of this subchapter and must 
be conducted by the master, owner or 
operator of the vessel, or by a des-
ignated representative of the owner or 
operator. 

(3) Upon completion of the alter-
native annual inspection, the person or 
persons making the examination must 
prepare a comprehensive report de-
scribing the conditions found. This re-
port must contain sufficient detail to 
let the OCMI determine whether the 
vessel is fit for the service and route 
specified on the Certificate of Inspec-
tion. This report must include all re-
ports and receipts documenting the 
servicing of lifesaving equipment and 
any photographs or sketches necessary 
to clarify unusual circumstances. Each 
person preparing this report must sign 
it and certify that the information con-
tained therein is complete and accu-
rate. 

(4) Unless the master of the vessel 
participated in the alternative annual 
inspection and the preparation of the 
comprehensive report, the master will 
review the report for completeness and 
accuracy. The master must sign the re-
port to indicate his or her review and 
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